
Minutes of Oulton Parish Council Meeting – 3 December 2019 
Cllr Collecott, Vice-Chair, opened the meeting at 7:05pm 

1 Apologies and Absences 

1.1 Attendance 
Present: 

Parish Cllrs: Colin Butler, Peter Collecott, John Grist, George King, Jane Murray, Cara Graham, John Murray 

County Cllrs: James Reeder, Keith Robinson 

District Cllr: Edward Back 

3 parishioners 

Apologies Received: 

Parish Clerk: Lynne Ward 

Parish Cllrs: Len Jacklin, David Jefferson

District Cllr: Andree Gee 

2 Declarations of Interest 
2.1 Cllrs Collecott, Grist and Murray declared an interest as members of Oulton Community Council. 
3 Neighbourhood Plan Manager
3.1 Stuart Everett had been invited formally to attend the December meeting, but sent apologies due to illness. The Chairman suggested that the Clerk is to write to Stuart to wish him well. 

4 Open Forum 
4.1 Traffic: Parishioner Mrs McClean considered that the 20mph speed markings are not sufficiently clear. Also the pedestrian crossing markings are not clear; the flashing light is obscured by tree branches. Lorries are still using Oulton Street despite completion of the new spine road. Parishioner Mr Sarbutt concurred, he thought that the pedestrian crossing signs need cleaning. The width of Oulton St is too narrow for 2 HGVs to pass safely and is dangerous for pedestrians. With respect to speeding along Parkhill. Cllr Grist advised that the SID will soon be shifted from Sands Lane for a period; also an HGV restriction has been requested in the past. 

4.2 Parishioners Mrs Feeman and Mr Sarbutt report that Jenkins Green pond has not been maintained for 20 years. Wildlife has suffered because of lack of management. However, rats have been seen running around. Cllr Robinson stated that East Suffolk councillors have supposedly contacted Norse about the lack of maintenance in and around the pond. The Parish Clerk will write to Environmental Health to inform them about the rat infestation and the proximity of the school. The Life saving equipment has not been checked in 20 years. 

5 Minutes of Last Meeting 
5.1 Council agreed that the Minutes of the last meeting held on 5 November2019 be adopted as a true record. 
APPROVED 

6 Clerk’s Report 
6.1 It was confirmed that Mark Thompson’s company, Collective Community Planning, has been appointed Neighbourhood Plan Consultants, and Stuart Everett appointed Neighbourhood Plan Project Manager as recommended by the Steering Group. 

6.2 Matt Gooch of Suffolk Wildlife Trust has requested a new dog bin at the bottom of the lane before Fisher Row for use by dog walkers on Oulton Marshes. Despite there being a bin in the churchyard, there is still evidence of dog fouling. Option 1) shift the dog bin from the car park. Option 2) Council voted for a new dog bin. – APPROVED unanimously. Cllr Back to raise with Norse. 

6.3 A list of all circulations to councillors from the clerk was read to the meeting. 

6.4 A letter of thanks from St Michael’s church for Council’s donation has been received.. 

7 Matters Arising 
7.1 With respect to the parishioner’s petition at the October meeting regarding speeding on Sands Lane, Cllr Grist can download data from speed camera when the battery is changed in the next few days. 

7.2 Cllr Graham reported that grit bins haven’t been refilled, and that she has been in contact with SCC to request action. 

7.3 Previous minutes P831 8.1.3 Lake Lothing Third Crossing – approval from the Secretary of State has been postponed due to the general election. SCC has gone out to tender for the construction phase (separate from design contract). 

8 Clerk’s Finance Report 
8.1 Due to the absence of the Clerk, Council agreed to hold over the financial report until the next (January) meeting. 

APPROVED 

8.2 The Clerk has prepared a draft budget which was distributed to councillors for consideration before discussion at the next meeting in January. 

8.3 The Clerk had received from Simon Walker information about the cost of replacing the children’s play and adult recreational equipment. It was agreed that this would be taken forward to the December meeting to be considered for the 2020-21 Budget. 
APPROVED 
9 Reports 

9.1 SCC Cllr Robinson 
9.1.1 The County Council is in purdah due to the forthcoming general election. 

9.1.2 Dealing with school transport issues. 

9.2 SCC Cllr Reeder 
9.2.1 Civil parking enforcement is to be devolved to district councils from 31 January 2020. Civil parking had been planned for the order to be signed by the Secretary of State at the end of March. Parking fines will go to the local authority instead of central government. Implementation will now be brought forward to 31 January but councils will not be prepared in time with parking attendants. ESC plan to employ sufficient attendants in due course. There will be a new app for payment for car parks by mobile phones to reduce cash handling. Parking outside schools will be targeted. 

9.2.2 Plans are being considered for a community bus to replace the 108 route, which finished on 31 October 2019. There is a meeting scheduled for 2.00pm next Tuesday 10 December at Lound Village Hall with the rugby club hoping to formalize the route and service for Tuesdays and Fridays. The club has two volunteer bus drivers. It will be a case of use it or lose it. If successful, SCC may consider further support for a permanent service. 

9.2.3 Potholes – it was suggested that OPC could put a link to the SCC website pothole reporting tool on OPC’s website. 

9.3 ESC Cllr Back & Cllr Robinson 
9.3.1 Community PartnershipWorkshops - overall concerns were social isolation and transport. 

9.3.2 Cllr Back listed details of free Christmas parking dates in Lowestoft and Oulton Broad. 

9.4 Oulton Community Council Cllr Collecott 
9.4.1 Oulton Community Centre – the outside kitchen door was leaking; its bottom was rotten. A new security door was ordered, specially made and installed on 2nd December 2019. Big hall windows are 25 years old but the opening clips for summer use no longer work. It was tried to fit new clips but the makers don’t do them any longer. It was decided to fit new windows Jan/Feb. Ladies toilet electric water heater was unreliable. Above the false ceiling is a floor which can house a new heater and tank. Contractors have fitting in hand to complete before Christmas. Provisional contracts were voted and agreed by Community Centre Council. 

9.4.2 30 different organizations use the centre every week.

10 Planning 
10.1 DC/19/4170/ARM – OPC still concerned from previous objection. Bungalow opposite objected. Still concerned Woods Lane. Highways concern re hedges. Not approved. 

10.2 DC/19/4142/FUL – no objection 

10.3 DC/19/4018/FUL – objections raised by neighbour based on their right to light. 3m high and 6m length now allowed but above requirement for terraced house. Still. Instead of flat roof – now pitched. Still in abeyance with ESC Planning. 

11 Neighbourhood Plan 
11.1 Stuart Everett is presently ill and has not yet started any work, but will meet soon with Cllrs Jacklin, Grist and Murray to progress the grant application. A drip feed approach will be utilized because a single amount can’t be used before the deadline of April 2020. Mr Phillip Oldman is keen to support the Steering Group when it is possible.. 

12 2020-21 Budget 
12.1 The January meeting must finalize the budget. Draft budget given to councillors to review and consider for next meeting. 

12.2 £3000 put aside for the Neighbourhood Plan is not enough (£2000 to account for management alone). 

12.3 Cost of replacing play and recreation equipment was discussed - Bloomsbury Close, Dunston Drive, Oulton Meadow, Bentley Drive (50% LTC)., Cambrian Crescent. ESC now own these play areas but could possibly be transferred to Oulton PC in future. An example cost to replace a Basketball and football goalmouth, not including tarmac would cost £9000. 

12.4 Adult equipment at Oulton had money raised and is owned by OPC. 

12.5 Work at Cambrian Crescent started today. 

12.6 Clerk to contact Richard Hackney & Simon Walker at Norse for an assets tour with all Councillors invited. 

13 Other Business 
13.1 Funding is being sought for 2 defibrillators to be located at the entrance to the Community Centre and at the Limes Academy. £100 has been received from Oulton WI. Mr Oldman said that his workman could fit the units.  

13.2 Cllr Colecott stated that there is more traffic than ever before. Heavy volume of traffic requires traffic calming. SCC imposed a weight limit on Oulton after completion of Millenium Way. There were weight limit signs at Millenium Way but were later removed. A request was made to SCC councillors for a weight limit on lorries through Oulton to be reinstated. The road through village is almost too narrow for hgv’s to pass. A weight sign would need to be at Rackham’s Corner. 

Councillor King suggested that the Clerk keeps Ms McLean informed of progress made 

13.3 Cllr Reeder uses Union Lane – a horrible junction which could have a painted mini roundabout in addition to weight limit. Cllr Grist said that originally 12 plans were considered – no.9 consultation was agreed (bushes removed, etc). It was put forward to SCC but thrown out for no reason. Cllr Grist is to provide details of the previous scheme. 

13.4 Cllr King volunteered to assist Cllr Grist with shifting the SID to Oulton Street. 

The meeting closed at 9.08pm
832

